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1 PRAYER 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

3 MINUTES AND BUSINESS ARISING 

3.1 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes - 16 October 2012  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 16 October 2012 be received as a 
true and correct record. 
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3.2 Burdekin Shire Youth Council Minutes - 17th September, 2012  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Burdekin Shire Youth Council Meeting held on 17th September, 2012 
be received and adopted. 
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3.3 Burdekin Building Safer Communities Action Team Minutes - 10th October, 2012  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Burdekin Building Safer Communities Action Team Meeting held on 
10th October, 2012 be received and adopted. 
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3.4 Burdekin Shire Youth Council Minutes - 15th October, 2012  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Burdekin Shire Youth Council Meeting held on 15th October, 2012 be 
received and adopted. 
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4 REPORTS 

4.1 Operating Statement for period ending 30 September 2012  
 
Recommendation 

That the Operating Statement for the period ending 30 September 2012 be received.  
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5 ENVIRONMENT & OPERATIONS 

5.1 Request for new Fee - On-Site Sewerage Design  
 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   N/A  
 
File No:   05-03-01 & 01-05-02 
 
Name of Applicant: N/A 
 
Location:  Planning and Development Department  
 
Author and Title: Shane Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

This report is to request that a new fee to carry out On-Site Sewerage Design be included as 
an additional fee to be included in Council’s Fees and Charges Schedule for 2012/2013.  
 
Recommendation 

It is recommended that Council adopts the following fee to be included as an additional fee in 
Council’s Fees and Charges Schedule for 2012/2013: 
 
Application to carry out a Site Assessment and On-Site Sewerage Design :- $660.00 (inc 
GST) 
 
Background Information 

Council’s Planning and Development Department would like to offer a new service as part of 
its operations.  Plumbing Inspectors have now attained the required qualifications to enable 
them to design on-site sewerage systems.  It is proposed to offer the service to ensure that 
new and existing residential dwellings and other sundry land uses requiring effluent disposal 
install new systems that comply with current plumbing and wastewater codes.  
 
Due to a local provider of this service leaving the district, residents can no longer source 
anyone to supply a design locally.  It is intended to market this new service throughout the 
shire.  The proposed fee has been calculated using a methodology that strives to achieve full 
cost recovery.  The fee includes a full site assessment and supply of a compliant On-Site 
Sewerage System design.  Administration costs have also been factored into the fee. 
 
In some cases where suitable soil tests cannot be sourced, the applicant will be responsible 
for the additional costs associated with supplying a soil test. 
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Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
 
Consultation 

N/A 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

Nil.  Has the potential to increase income.   
 
Report prepared by: 
Shane Great: Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
Shane Great: Manager Planning and Development 
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5.2 Renewal of Special Lease 44/45730 - McNeil & Anabranch Road, Jarvisfield (Lots 
87, 88 & 89 on GS97, Parish of Morrill, County of Gladstone)  

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1202957  
 
File No:   1/4/5 
 
Name of Applicant: Department of Natural Resources and Mines 
 
Location:  McNeil & Anabranch Roads, Jarvisfield, (Lots 87, 88 & 89 on GS97, 

Parish of Morrill, County of Gladstone) 
 
Author and Title: S. Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

A request has been received from Department of Natural Resources and Mines, seeking 
Council’s views in respect of the application for renewal of special lease over land described 
as McNeil & Anabranch Roads, Jarvisfield, (Lots 87, 88 & 89 on GS97, Parish of Morrill, 
County of Gladstone), in accordance with the Departments requirements. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council offers no objection to the request from Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines for the application for renewal of special lease over land described as McNeil & 
Anabranch Roads, Jarvisfield, (Lots 87, 88 & 89 on GS97, Parish of Morrill, County of 
Gladstone) provided that: 
 

1. Any changes in use of the land are in accordance with Council’s Planning Scheme. 
 
Background Information 

Correspondence has been received from Department of Natural Resources and Mines, 
requesting Council’s views on the application for the renewal of special lease over land 
described as McNeil & Anabranch Roads, Jarvisfield, (Lots 87, 88 & 89 on GS97, Parish of 
Morrill, County of Gladstone). 
 
Council’s Manager – Environment and Health, Tracy Jensen has recommended that as the 
land is several small allotments, and the purpose of the land is for a tramway, that Council 
offers no objection to the request.  
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
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Consultation 

All relative Council departments have been consulted, there was no external consultation 
required for this application. 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
Attachments 
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5.3 Request for Views on Surrender and Reissue of Permit to Occupy at Plantation 
Creek (Lot 1 on PER4083, Parish of Morrill, County of Gladstone)  

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1199679 
 
File No:   1/4/5a 
 
Name of Applicant: Groves & Clark Solicitors 
 
Location:  Plantation Creek (Lot 1 on PER4083, Parish of Morrill, County of 

Gladstone)  
 
Author and Title: S. Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

A request has been received from Groves & Clark on behalf of their client Pierina Pavone, 
seeking Council’s views in respect of the application for surrender and reissue of a permit to 
occupy over land described as Lot 1 on PER4083, Plantation Creek (Parish of Morrill, County 
of Gladstone), in accordance with the Departments requirements. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council offers no objection to the request from Groves & Clark for the application for 
surrender and reissue of a permit to occupy over land described as Lot 1 on PER4083, 
Plantation Creek (Parish of Morrill, County of Gladstone). provided that: 
 

1. Any changes in use of the land are in accordance with Council’s Planning Scheme. 
 

Background Information 

Correspondence has been received from Groves & Clark, requesting Council’s views on the 
application for surrender and reissue of a permit to occupy over land described as Lot 1 on 
PER4083, Plantation Creek (Parish of Morrill, County of Gladstone). 
 
Council’s Manager – Environment and Health, Tracy Jensen has advised that the property 
does not have an approved waste water treatment system and there has not been any 
building approvals issued. As the land is a small allotment and is to be used for domestic 
purposes only (i.e. creek hut), it is recommended that Council offer no objection to the 
surrender and reissue of a permit to occupy. 
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
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Consultation 

All relative Council departments have been consulted, there was no external consultation 
required for this application. 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
Attachments 
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5.4 Conversion of Special Lease to Freehold on Land described as 3 SS Heatherbell 
Avenue, Jerona (Lot 513 on J11223, Parish of Selkirk, County of Gladstone)  

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1200352 
 
File No:   1/4/5 
 
Name of Applicant: Department of Natural Resources and Mines 
 
Location:  3 SS Heatherbell Avenue, Jerona (Lot 513 on J11223, Parish of 

Selkirk, County of Gladstone) 
 
Author and Title: S. Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

A request has been received from Department of Natural Resources and Mines, seeking 
Council’s views in respect of the application for conversion to freehold of special lease over 
land described as 3 SS Heatherbell Avenue, Jerona (Lot 513 on J11223, Parish of Selkirk, 
County of Gladstone), in accordance with the Departments requirements. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council offers no objection to the request from Department of Natural Resources and 
Mines for the application for conversion to freehold of special lease over land described as 3 
SS Heatherbell Avenue, Jerona (Lot 513 on J11223, Parish of Selkirk, County of Gladstone) 
provided that: 
 

1. Any changes in use of the land are in accordance with Council’s Planning Scheme; 
and  

 
2. The applicant is advised that access to Jerona is not serviced by an all-weather road 

and Council cannot guarantee to provide access at all times. 
 
Background Information 

Correspondence has been received from Department of Natural Resources and Mines, 
requesting Council’s views on the application for the conversion to freehold of special lease 
over land described as 3 SS Heatherbell Avenue, Jerona (Lot 513 on J11223, Parish of 
Selkirk, County of Gladstone). 
 
Council’s Manager – Environment and Health, Tracy Jensen has recommended that as the 
land is a small allotment, and other adjoining allotments already have freehold title, and the 
land is to be used for domestic purposes only (i.e. beach hut), Council offer no objection to it 
being converted to freehold. 
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Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
 
Consultation 

All relative Council departments have been consulted, there was no external consultation 
required for this application. 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great - Manager Planning and Development 
 
Attachments 
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5.5 John Treen - Development Application to Reconfigure a Lot at 188 and 192 
Burstall Road Airdmillan (Lots 2 & 3 on RP726375 Parish of Antill, County of 
Gladstone)  

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1206674  
 
File No:   2011 Sub (Sub12/0026) 
 
Name of Applicant: John Treen 
 
Location:  188 and 192 Burstall Road Airdmillan (Lots 2 & 3 on RP726375 

Parish of Antill, County of Gladstone) 
 
Author and Title: S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

An application has been received from Cleve McGuane Surveys on behalf of their client John 
Treen seeking approval for Reconfiguring a Lot (boundary realignment) at 188 and 192 
Burstall Road Airdmillan (Lots 2 & 3 on RP726375 Parish of Antill, County of Gladstone).  A 
Development Application (Code Assessable) has been triggered in accordance with the 
Burdekin Shire IPA Planning Scheme. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council approves the Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot (boundary 
realignment) at 188 and 192 Burstall Road Airdmillan (Lots 2 & 3 on RP726375 Parish of 
Antill, County of Gladstone), subject to the following conditions: 
 

GENERAL 
 
1.1 The Council will not release the formal Plan of Reconfiguration until all rates and 

charges in arrears in respect of the land, the subject of the application, are paid in 
full. 

 
1.2 Pay the sum of $59-60 calculated on the basis of a charge of $29-80 per lot to be 

levied on the Council by the Department of Environment & Resource Management 
for each new valuation. 

 
1.3 Provide evidence from a suitably qualified person that proposed lots 2 and 3 can 

be provided with on-site treatment of sewerage in accordance with the On Site 
Sewerage Code and AS/NZS 1547:2000. 
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ROADWORKS    
 
2. The construction of any crossovers to give access to the land is to be the owner’s 

responsibility and to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer. 
 

PROPOSAL PLAN 
 
3. The reconfiguration of the land must be carried out generally in accordance with:- 

(a)  (i) the proposed Cleve McGuane Surveys plan numbered 28606-1; 
(ii) the plans, specifications, facts and circumstances as set out in the 

application submitted to Council;  
Except where modified by the conditions of approval and any approval issued 
there under; and 
(b) any approval issued under this approval; and 
(c) any development permit for operational works relating to the reconfiguring 

of a lot; 
 

DRAINAGE 
 

4. The approved development and use(s) must not interfere with the natural flow of 
stormwater in the locality in such a manner as to cause ponding or concentration 
of stormwater on adjoining land or roads. 

 
PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICES 
 
5. If any existing public utility service including telephone, electricity, water, sewerage 

or gas needs to be altered or relocated to complete the reconfiguration the 
developer must bear the cost of alteration or relocation. 

 
ADVICE (Note: These are not conditions) 

 
• Unless otherwise specified by these conditions, the conditions must be complied with 

prior to approval of the Plan of Survey. 
 
Background Information 

The following comments are from the Manager of Planning & Development, Mr Shane 
Great: 
The land is zoned ‘Rural’ with the proposal triggering a ‘code assessable’ development 
application for reconfiguring a lot (boundary realignment).  The application has been 
assessed against the “Reconfiguring a Lot” Code under the provisions of the Burdekin Shire 
Council’s IPA Planning Scheme. 
 
The Application: 
It is the applicant’s intent to realign the boundaries of the existing 2 lots. The realigning of the 
boundary to create Proposed Lot 2 will increase the area of the existing house Lot to include 
2 sheds a bore and pump that were previously included on proposed Lot 3. Proposed Lot 3 
will basically remain unchanged, with the proposal having no impacts on the existing land 
uses. 
 
Site Description/Surrounding Land Uses: 
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The subject site is relatively flat and comprises a total area of approximately 2.3ha with both 
Lots having frontage to Burstall Road.  Proposed Lot 2 will have an area of 1701m2 and is 
currently improved with an existing dwelling, 2 sheds and a bore and pump. Proposed Lot 3 
will have an area of 1.154ha with a small mango tree orchard.  The surrounding area is 
primarily sugar cane farm land, with some nearby village amenity of developed rural 
residential housing and sheds along Burstall Road. 
 
Conclusion: 
Council’s Development Assessment Team members have assessed the application and have 
included reasonable and relevant conditions as part of the recommended approval.  Given 
that the proposal complies with the provisions contained in Council’s IPA Planning Scheme, it 
is recommended that Council approves the application subject to the abovementioned 
conditions. 
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
 
Consultation 

All relative Council departments have been consulted, there was no external consultation 
required for this application 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
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Attachments 
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5.6 18 - NBN Co - Development Application for Material change of Use for 
Telecommunications Facility at George Road, Clare (Lot 159 on GS432 Parish of 
Mulgrave, County of Gladstone)   

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1190784  
 
File No:   2011 Cons (Cons12/0018 
 
Name of Applicant: NBN Co (Aurecon) 
 
Location:  George Road, Clare (Lot 159 on GS432 Parish of Mulgrave, County 

of Gladstone) 
 
Author and Title: S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

An application has been received from Aurecon Australia Pty Ltd on behalf of their clients 
NBN Co, seeking approval for a Material Change of Use for a Telecommunications Facility at 
George Road, Clare (Lot 159 on GS432 Parish of Mulgrave, County of Gladstone).  A 
Development Application (Impact Assessable) has been triggered in accordance with the 
Burdekin Shire Council’s IPA Planning Scheme. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council approves the Development Application for a Material Change of Use for a 
Telecommunications Facility at George Road, Clare (Lot 159 on GS432 Parish of Mulgrave, 
County of Gladstone) subject to the following conditions: 
 
GENERAL 
 
1.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with prior to the 

commencement of the use on the subject site, except where specified otherwise in 
these conditions of approval. 

 
1.2 The development and conduct of the approved use of the premises, the carrying out 

and maintenance of any works on the premises and construction and maintenance of 
any building on the premises must be generally in accordance with the approved 
drawings and/or supporting documents in the application submitted. 

 
1.3 Access to the facility is to be in accordance with the existing access as shown on the 

approved plans of development.  No other access to the facility is to be used. 
 
1.4 If the use is abandoned, the site must be rehabilitated to a level that achieves the 

following: 
 

• the monopole and associated infrastructure must be removed from the site; 
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• the site is made suitable for other uses compatible with the locality; and 
• the visual amenity of the site is to be restored. 

 
BUILDING WORK 
 
2. A development permit for Building Works is to be obtained before any building works 

are carried out on the premise. 
 
EXTERNAL WORKS 
 
3. The developer must at its own cost undertake all necessary alterations to public utility 

mains and services as are rendered necessary by the carrying out of any required 
external works or other works associated with the approved development. 

 
ROADWORKS 
 
4. The construction of any crossovers to give access to the land is to be the owner’s 

responsibility and to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer.  
 
ADVICE (Note: These are not conditions) 
 

• Unless otherwise specified by these conditions, the conditions must be complied with 
prior to approval of the Plan of Survey. 

 
Background Information 

The following comments are from the Manager of Planning & Development, Mr Shane 
Great: 
 
The Application: 
The land is currently zoned ‘Rural' with the proposal triggering an ‘Impact Assessable’ 
Development Application - Material Change of Use for a Telecommunications Facility. The 
proposed facility will include a 30m monopole, radio transmission equipment and outdoor 
equipment cabinets.  The application has been assessed against the relevant provisions of 
the Burdekin Shire Council’s IPA Planning Scheme. 
 
Site Description/Surrounding Land Uses: 
The subject property has two road frontages being George Road and Ayr Dalbeg Road, 
Clare.  It is currently used as a sugar cane farm. The entire site has an area of 7.3 hectares, 
is rectangle in shape and is considered relatively flat due to current farming practices.   
 
The location of the proposed facility comprises a 10m x 10m leased area adjacent to the 
existing irrigation channel in the north eastern corner of the subject site. The proposed 
location will be set back 30m from the Ayr-Dalbeg Road and over 650m from George Street. 
The lease area will be accessed from the Ayr-Dalbeg Road over the existing irrigation 
channel.   
 
The immediate surrounding land uses are mostly rural being sugar cane farms and irrigation 
channels. The nearest residential dwelling is 350m to the north west of the site, the township 
of Clare is 700m to the south west . 
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Planning Considerations: 
A planning report submitted as part of the application includes information addressing 
important planning matters such as design specifications, site characteristics, visual amenity 
and public safety.  In all relevant town planning related areas, the proposal has achieved 
acceptable compliance levels.  The proposal has been assessed against the relevant 
provisions of the planning scheme, in particular, the Desired Environmental Outcomes 
(DEO’s) and the Rural Zone Code.  In most cases, the applicant has demonstrated how the 
proposal will comply with the objectives of these codes.  The area is generally removed from 
surrounding residential uses and will increase wireless broadband capabilities within the 
region. 
 
Overall, the proposed telecommunication facility is sited an appropriate distance from 
sensitive land uses.  While it is acknowledged that the proposed facility will be an addition to 
the locality, telecommunications facilities are now an acceptable part of the landscape and 
similar to power-lines and power-poles. This new infrastructure will ensure an integral link is 
established to assist in providing a modern high quality fixed wireless broadband service for 
the wider Burdekin region and in particular, the Clare community.   
 
Comment on Submission: 
 A properly made submission was received from John and Sharyn Marson of 1-3 Larkin 
Street, Clare.  The submission states:  
 
“I am writing to submit my objection to the Proposed NBN Telecommunications Facility on Lot 
159 Clare.  My main reason for objection is for Health and Safety concerns as it is too close 
to our family home and this concerns me.”  
 
In addressing these concerns, the applicant has provided information that addresses the 
issue of protecting the health and safety of both people and the environment from the harmful 
effects of radiation (ionising and non-ionising).  In summary, these reports from accredited 
authorities state that any radiofrequency emissions generated from the facility are well below 
the acceptable levels. 
 
The tower is to be erected on a 10m x 10m leased area setback 30 metres from Ayr-Dalbeg 
Road.  The distance between George Road, Clare and the proposed facility is approximately 
650 metres.  Given the physical separation, it is unlikely that the proposal will have any 
negative impacts on the Clare community and in particular, residents living in Larkin Street, 
Clare.  
 
 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The proposed NBN Co facility, comprising a 30m high monopole with attached antennas and 
an outdoor equipment cabinet is to be sited in a location isolated away from any incompatible 
land uses whilst ensuring adequate coverage is achieved. 
 
The facility has been strategically sited and designed to minimise unacceptable visibility 
within the surrounding environment as much as practicable.  In this regard the proposal 
satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications Act 1997, whilst also addressing 
coverage deficiencies within the local area. 
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The proposal is also consistent with the stated objectives of the Burdekin Shire Council’s IPA 
Planning Scheme.  
 
Council’s Development Assessment Team members have assessed the application and have 
included reasonable and relevant conditions.  It is recommended that Council approve the 
application subject to the abovementioned conditions. 
 
Consultation 

Given that the Development Application was triggered as ‘Impact Assessable’, public 
notification was required.  The application was advertised in the Ayr Advocate on Wednesday 
19 September, 2012 and at the closing date for submissions on Thursday 11 October, 2012, 
one properly made submission was received in this period. All other relative Council 
Departments have been consulted with any comments/conditions being included in the 
recommendation. Due to the proximity of the proposed development to a state controlled 
road (Ayr-Dalbeg), the application was referred to the Department of Transport and Main 
Roads (DTMR) as a Concurrence agency. The DTMR have identified no real concerns with 
the proposal and have included standard conditions in their concurrence agency response.  
These will be attached to the decision notice sent to the applicant. 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
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Attachments 
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5.7 19 - NBN Co - Development Application for Material Change of Use for 
Telecommunications Facility at 29 Spiller Street, Brandon (Lot 3 on RP729521 
Parish of Jarvisfield, County of Gladstone)   

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1193340  
 
File No:   2011 Cons (Cons12/0019) 
 
Name of Applicant: NBN Co (Aurecon) 
 
Location:  29 Spiller Street, Brandon (Lot 3 RP729521 Parish of Jarvisfield, 

County of Gladstone) 
 
Author and Title: S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
 
Executive Summary 

An application has been received from Aurecon Australia Pty Ltd on behalf of their clients 
NBN Co, seeking approval for a Material Change of Use for a Telecommunications Facility at 
29 Spiller Street, Brandon (Lot 3 RP729521 Parish of Jarvisfield, County of Gladstone).  A 
Development Application (Impact Assessable) has been triggered in accordance with the 
Burdekin Shire Council’s IPA Planning Scheme. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council approves the Development Application for a Material Change of Use for a 
Telecommunications Facility at 29 Spiller Street, Brandon (Lot 3 RP729521 Parish of 
Jarvisfield, County of Gladstone) subject to the following conditions: 
 
GENERAL 
 
1.1 The conditions of the development permit must be complied with prior to the 

commencement of the use on the subject site, except where specified otherwise in 
these conditions of approval. 

 
1.2 The development and conduct of the approved use of the premises, the carrying out 

and maintenance of any works on the premises and construction and maintenance of 
any building on the premises must be generally in accordance with the approved 
drawings and/or supporting documents in the application submitted. 

 
1.3 Access to the facility is to be in accordance with the existing access as shown on the 

approved plans of development.  No other access to the facility is to be used. 
 
1.4 If the use is abandoned, the site must be rehabilitated to a level that achieves the 

following: 
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• the monopole and associated infrastructure must be removed from the site; 
• the site is made suitable for other uses compatible with the locality; and 
• the visual amenity of the site is to be restored. 

 
BUILDING WORK 
 
2. A development permit for Building Works is to be obtained before any building works 

are carried out on the premise. 
 
EXTERNAL WORKS 
 
3. The developer must at its own cost undertake all necessary alterations to public utility 

mains and services as are rendered necessary by the carrying out of any required 
external works or other works associated with the approved development. 

 
ROADWORKS 
 
4. The construction of any crossovers to give access to the land is to be the owner’s 

responsibility and to the satisfaction of the Chief Executive Officer.  
 

ADVICE (Note: These are not conditions) 
 

• Unless otherwise specified by these conditions, the conditions must be complied with 
prior to approval of the Plan of Survey. 

 

Background Information 

The Application: 
The land is currently zoned ‘Residential - Low Density Sub Area" with the proposal triggering 
an ‘Impact Assessable’ Development Application - Material Change of Use for a 
Telecommunications Facility.  The application has been assessed against the relevant 
provisions of the Burdekin Shire Council’s IPA Planning Scheme. 
 
Site Description/Surrounding Land Uses: 
The subject property is located in Spiller Street, Brandon and is currently used as a steel and 
iron fabrication business with site improvements of a large workshop, steel stockpiles and 
ancillary structures. The land has an area of 2.525ha is an irregular shape and is considered 
relatively flat.   
 
The location of the proposed facility comprises a 10m x 10m lease area in the north western 
corner of the site, setback approximately 15m from the Bruce Highway corridor. The lease 
area is accessed through the subject site by way of the properties existing crossover in 
Spiller Street.   
 
A primary school is approximately 200m to the north west of the proposed facility with the 
closest residential property located approximately 165m west of the facility. 
Planning Considerations: 
A planning report submitted as part of the application includes information addressing 
important planning matters such as design specifications, site characteristics, visual amenity 
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and public safety.  In all relevant town planning related areas, the proposal has achieved 
acceptable compliance levels.  The proposal has been assessed against the relevant 
provisions of the planning scheme, in particular, the Desired Environmental Outcomes 
(DEO’s) and the Residential Zone Code.  In most cases, the applicant has demonstrated how 
the proposal will comply with the objectives of these codes.  The area is generally removed 
from surrounding residential uses and will increase wireless broadband capabilities within the 
region. 
 
Overall, the proposed telecommunication facility is sited an appropriate distance from 
sensitive land uses.  While it is acknowledged that the proposed facility will be an addition to 
the locality, telecommunications facilities are now an acceptable part of the landscape and 
similar to power-lines and power-poles. This assumption is supported by the fact that no 
public concerns were raised during the public consultation period.  This new infrastructure will 
ensure an integral link is established to assist in providing a modern high quality fixed 
wireless broadband service for the wider Burdekin region and in particular the Brandon 
community.    
 
Conclusion: 
The proposed NBN Co facility, comprising a 40m high monopole with attached antennas and 
an outdoor equipment cabinet is to be sited in a location isolated away from any incompatible 
land uses whilst ensuring adequate coverage is achieved. 
 
The facility has been strategically sited and designed to minimise unacceptable visibility 
within the surrounding environment as much as practicable.  In this regard, the proposal 
satisfies the requirements of the Telecommunications Act 1997, whilst also addressing 
coverage deficiencies within the local area. 
 
The proposal is also consistent with the stated objectives of the Burdekin Shire Council’s IPA 
Planning Scheme.  
 
Council’s Development Assessment Team members have assessed the application and have 
included reasonable and relevant conditions.  It is recommended that Council approve the 
application subject to the abovementioned conditions. 
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
 
Consultation 

Given that the Development Application was triggered as ‘Impact Assessable’, public 
notification was required.  The application was advertised in the Ayr Advocate on Wednesday 
19 September, 2012 and at the closing date for submissions on Thursday 11 October, 2012, 
no properly made submissions were received. All other relative Council Departments have 
been consulted with any comments/conditions being included in the recommendation.   
 
Due to the fact that the subject site has a frontage to the Bruce Highway, the application was 
referred to the Department of Transport and Main Roads (DTMR) as a concurrence agency.  
In their concurrence agency response, the DTMR have advised that they require conditions 
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to be attached to any development approval for the application.  These conditions will be 
attached to any Decision Notice issued. 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
Attachments 
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6 CORPORATE & COMMUNITY SERVICES 

 

7 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION 

Tabled Separately 
 

8 NOTICES OF MOTION 

8.1 Appointment of Councillor McCathie as Council's Representative on 2012 
Christmas Carols Committee  

 
Recommendation 

That Councillor McCathie be appointed as Council's representative on the 2012 Christmas 
Carols Committee. 
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8.2 Approval to issue Freehold Lease to NBN Co Limited over Part of Ayr Water 
Tower - Telecommunications Facility  

 
Recommendation 

That Council approves a freehold lease to NBN Co Limited for a term of 20 years over part of 
the Ayr Water Tower (Lot 101 on GS482) for the purposes of constructing, maintaining and 
operating a telecommunications facility with rental to be $8,000 for the first year and 
increased by 3% or CPI on each anniversary at the discretion of the Council. 
 
 
 

9 URGENT BUSINESS 

 

10 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 

11 CLOSED MEETING ITEMS 

 

12 DELEGATIONS 

9.00 am – Presentation of BHP Billiton Cannington Mine North Queensland Sports 
Development Bursaries to Lionard Heron and Patrick Schreiber. 
 
10.15 am – Citizen Ceremony – Mrs. Marilyn Piojo Ketchell 
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