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1 PRAYER 

 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 

3 MINUTES AND BUSINESS ARISING 

3.1 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes - 8 April 2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 8 April 2014 be received as a true 
and correct record. 
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3.2 Burdekin Building Safer Communities Action Team Meeting - 12 March 2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Building Safer Communities Action Team Meeting held on 12 March 
2014 be received and adopted. 
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3.3 Burdekin Shire Council Local Disaster Management Group Meeting - 21 March 

2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Burdekin Shire Council Local Disaster Management Group Meeting 
held on 21 March 2014 be received and adopted. 
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3.4 Burdekin Shire Youth Council Meeting Minutes - 24 March 2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Burdekin Shire Youth Council Meeting held on 24 March 2014 be 
received and adopted. 
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3.5 Burdekin Building Safer Communities Action Team Meeting Minutes - 9 April 2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the minutes of the Burdekin Building Safer Communities Action Team Meeting held on 9 
April, 2014 be received and adopted. 
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4 REPORTS 

4.1 Capital Projects Monthly Report for Period Ending 31 March 2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the Capital Projects Monthly Report for the Period Ending 31 March 2014 be received.  
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4.2 Operating Statement for Period Ending 31 March 2014  
 
Recommendation 

That the Operating Statement for the Period Ending 31 March 2014 be received.  
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5 ENVIRONMENT & OPERATIONS 

5.1 Create a New Planning Scheme in Accordance with the Requirements of the 
Sustainable Planning Act 2009  

 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   N/A  
 
File No:   544 
 
Name of Applicant: N/A 
 
Location:  N/A 
 
Author and Title: S Great – Manager Planning and Development  
 
 
Executive Summary 

The Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (SPA) requires that local governments review their 
planning scheme every 10 years to ensure that they respond to changes at a local, regional 
and state level. Planning schemes must be updated to reflect the Queensland Planning 
Provision (QPP).  
 
The QPP is a state planning instrument under SPA that provides a consistent form for the 
preparation of planning schemes across Queensland through a standardised structure and 
format, The QPP makes provision for local governments to incorporate local content to reflect 
particular issues within each individual local government area. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council resolve to: 
1. commence preparation of a new Planning Scheme in accordance with the 

requirements of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009; and 
2. adopt the proposed Project Management Plan dated 11 April, 2014.   

 
Background Information 

Local government planning schemes describe a council's plan for the future direction of a 
particular local government area and can span 10 - 15 years or more. 
Planning schemes provide a detailed direction for the area focusing on community planning 
and aspirations, whilst ensuring the needs of the state and the regional community are 
incorporated.  
 
Planning schemes: 

• identify the strategic outcomes for the area;  
• include measures that facilitate achieving the strategic outcomes;  
• coordinate and integrate community, state and regional needs and wants; and  
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• include a Priority Infrastructure Plan (PIP).  
Local planning integrates and balances economic, social and environmental needs and 
aspirations of the local community to provide an orderly approach to land use and change. 
They focus on land use, development, infrastructure and valuable features of the area. 
 
The Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (SPA) replaces the Integrated Planning Act 1997. The 
SPA seeks to shift the focus from the planning process to delivering sustainable planning 
outcomes. It introduces some changes to the plan making process, such as: 

• preparation of a strategic land-use plan  
• increased emphasis on community engagement - to ensure all of the community's 

needs are reflected in the final plan  
• greater flexibility - to cater for unexpected changes  
• new streamlined ways for local governments to amend their planning scheme to reflect 

these changed circumstances.  
 
As part of the process, a Project Management Plan is being produced to identify resources 
required and to enable the project to be allocated achievable timeframes.  This will assist in 
planning for the project to ensure its completion within identified timeframes. 
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

The planning scheme needs to incorporate strategies and control mechanisms that ensure 
specific outcomes of Council’s Corporate Plan are achieved.   
 
Consultation 

Extensive consultation is required from relevant stakeholders.  This includes getting approval 
from the triggered state agencies as well obtaining community feedback.   
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

Scheme preparation is a requirement of the Sustainable Planning Act 2009.  
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

Costs are dependent upon the amount of external consultation required.  This depends upon 
resourcing and degree of issues identified.  
 
Report prepared by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
 
Report authorised by: 
S Great – Manager Planning and Development 
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Attachments 

Nil 
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5.2 Environmental Levy Application - Lower Burdekin Landcare Association - Field 

Guide: Wetland Plants of the Burdekin Region  
 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   1333285 
 
File No:   342 
 
Name of Applicant: Lower Burdekin Landcare Association 
 
Location:  N/A 
 
Author and Title: Beth Whitworth, Manager Environment & Health 
 
 
Executive Summary 

Lower Burdekin Landcare Association (LBLCA) has applied for $20,000 from the 
Environmental Levy fund to produce a book entitled Field Guide – Wetland Plants of the 
Burdekin Region.  This book will provide details of the wetland plants that can be found in 
wetlands in the Burdekin region, particularly those species with importance to conservation, 
wetland management and/or wetland conservation. 
 
Recommendation 

That Council approves the allocation of $20,000 (plus GST) from the Environmental Levy 
fund to Lower Burdekin Landcare Association to produce the book entitled Field Guide – 
Wetland Plants of the Burdekin Region. 
 
That the applicants be advised that: 

(a) the funding is supplied on the basis that it is only used for the purpose intended; 
(b) a report on the outcomes of the project be submitted to Council on completion; and 
(c) Burdekin Shire Council must be acknowledged in any promotion or publication 

associated with the project. 
 
Background Information 

A request has been received for funding under Council’s Environmental Levy program. 
 
In discussions with a wide range of stakeholders, LBLCA has identified a strong need for a 
wetland plant identification resource that provides information on the role of plants in 
wetlands, propagation and cultivation, and, in the case of wetland weeds, an assessment of 
threats and potential control. 
 
LBLCA has received commitments from a number of other parties to provide in-kind 
resources, including plant identification, seed propagation and cultivation information, habitat 
requirements, environmental tolerances, time, labour and other useful information and 
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resources.  In addition, some partners have committed or are in discussions to commit 
financial assistance. 
 
The resource will be widely used in the Burdekin community, especially on farms now 
focusing on wetlands as a tool in waste water management.  The wetland plant book will also 
enable specific Burdekin examples to be incorporated in school teaching programs and plant 
identification workshops planned to assist members of the community in identifying relevant 
wetland plants and invasive weed species. 
 
The project has been assessed against the Environmental Levy criteria established by 
Council and it is considered that the project meets those criteria, in particular criteria 3.1.1, 
3.1.6 and 3.1.7.  
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

The project supports the following Corporate Plan strategies: 
 

4.4 Promote the adoption of environmental best practice and behaviours by 
Council, residents and businesses throughout the Shire. 

 
4.5  Promote sustainable land and water management practices. 
 
4.7  Continue to develop systems and support programs that improve 

Council’s environmental performance and provide sustainable outcomes. 
 
4.9  Develop and implement natural resource management projects in 

conjunction with the community and other partners to improve the natural 
environment in the Shire, particularly aquatic weed control, beach 
protection and land protection. 

 
4.10  Develop a plan to manage wetlands, which includes public access that 

enhances environmental awareness while preserving the wetlands. 
 
Consultation 

Letters of support for this project have been provided by the Department of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Forestry; Gudjuda Reference Group; NQ Dry Tropics; and the Burdekin River 
Irrigation Area Irrigators Committee. 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
 
Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

Funding of $20,000 (plus GST) will be provided from the Environmental Levy fund. 
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Report prepared by: 
Beth Whitworth 
 
Report authorised by: 
Trevor Williams 
 
Attachments 

1. Application and Letters of Support 
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5.3 Drainage Maintenance - 11 Fourteenth Street, Home Hill - P Quagliata  
 
Document Information 

Referring Letter No:   CrDes14/0034  
 
File No:   723 
 
Name of Applicant: Mr Paul Quagliata 
 
Location:  11 Fourteenth Street, Home Hill 
 
Author and Title: Glen Stockdale, Senior Technical Officer 
 
 
Executive Summary 

Mr Paul Quagliata has requested council improve drainage in the area of Fourteenth Street 
and Third Avenue by constructing a roadside drain along Third Avenue, Home Hill. 
 
Recommendation 

Council resolves to conduct drainage maintenance works in the area, by constructing an 
open drain from the existing kerb and channel on Third Avenue, along the western side of 
Third Avenue to the intersection with Twelfth Street.  
 
Background Information 

Mr Paul Quagliata is the owner of Lot3 SP240089 with a northern frontage to Fourteenth 
Street, Home Hill.  During the last few years, Mr Quagliata and surrounding property owners 
have submitted customer requests regarding the ongoing drainage problems in this area. 
 
When Mr Quagliata’s property was previously subdivided, Council included in the application 
process the condition that the applicant was to install kerb and channel to enhance drainage 
in the area.  This kerb and channel is currently directing the stormwater from Fourteenth 
Street, onto Third Avenue where it is discharged onto the ground adjacent to Mr Quagliata’s 
property boundary. 
 
The stormwater then backs up and floods the surrounding area, including a substantial 
portion of Mr Quagliata’s property, as the previous drainage path along Third Avenue has 
deteriorated over time and requires Council intervention to reinstate a drainage path to 
alleviate stormwater from the site. 
 
A previous attempt to cut a table drain along Third Avenue was met with a hostile response 
from the owners of Lot 2 RP735136.  Council instead chose to install a soakage pit at the end 
of the kerb and channel by excavating a small area and then backfilling it with sand.  This pit 
has proved insufficient to provide adequate drainage relief to the area due to the large 
volume of water discharged from the upstream catchment.   
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It is common for large areas of the road surface and surrounding properties to be inundated 
by stormwater for days after a rainfall event, preventing Mr Quagliata from accessing his 
property, and also saturating the road pavement which may reduce the useful life of a 
Council Asset. 
 
A detailed survey pickup and subsequent design show that the construction of a shallow 
table drain along the western side of Third Avenue will direct the stormwater from the existing 
kerb and channel to a suitable discharge site on Twelfth Street.  This drain would help 
alleviate drainage problems upstream, without having any major impacts on properties 
downstream. 
 
Council will ensure the residents of 72-82 Third Avenue are able to maintain access to their 
property using the existing driveway. 
 
Consultation with the property owner of Lot 2 RP735136 (Fotinos) on the 8th April 2014 was 
again met with hostility, even after the council officer explained that the drain would be 
contained within the road reserve, have a shallow depth, and provide drainage relief to 
numerous residents upstream. 
 
Photos of the existing drainage problem and proposed site for the new drain are shown 
below. 
 

 
Fig 1) Extent of water backing up into Mr Quagliata’s property 
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Fig 2) Water restricting access to Mr Quagliata’s property  
 

 
Fig 3) Water restricting access to Mr Quagliata’s property 
 
Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

N/A 
 
Consultation 

Mr Paul Quagliata 
 
Legal Authority or Implications 

N/A 
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Policy Implications 

N/A 
 
Financial and Resource Implications 

N/A 
 
Report prepared by: 
Glen Stockdale 
 
Report authorised by: 
Matthew Ingle 
 
Attachments 

1. Photographs (3) 
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7 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION 

Tabled Separately 
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