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Invitation Zonta Club of the Burdekin Bush Poet’s Breakfast — Sunday 22 July 2018

The Zonta Club of the Burdekin invites you to attend the annual Bush Poet's Breakfast to be held on
Sunday, 22 July 2018 commencing at 7:30am at the Burdekin Theatre.

Entertainment this year will be provided by invited local Burdekin Poets and “Bush Mates” from the
Townsville Bush Poet’s Club. The funds raised at this event support Domestic Violence Education
Programs for the Burdekin Region.

Qur club hopes that you are able to attend the Breakfast and deliver the event’s opening speech.

We look forward to your response by early June 2018 to allow for program arrangements to be finalised.

Thank you for your appreciated ongoing support.

Yours sincerely

Margaret C an

Zonta, Advocacy Committee

VIEW _

PO Box 2204 | AYR | QLD | 4807

www.zontadistrict22.org | burdekin.@zontadistrict22.org



Circular

Q&A with the Integrity Commissioner
For Information

Circular: 2018-01
Release Date: Monday, 19 February 2018
Authorised by: Greg Hallam PSM Chief Executive Officer

Minister Hinchliffe has confirmed councillors will be given access to the advisory and public
awareness functions of the Queensland Integrity Commissioner (see Media Release) to seek
advice on ethical and integrity issues.

This reform took effect on 12 February, with Minister Hinchliffe writing to the Integrity
Commissioner requesting mayors and councillors be included as designated persons under the
Integrity Act 2009.

The LGAQ has been pushing for this policy change for over a decade and we are pleased to be
working with the Palaszczuk Government to assist members' efforts in increasing transparency and
accountability in the local government sector.

We have written to Minister Hinchliffe to enquire about the inclusion of CEOs for the Integrity
Commissioner's services and will provide an update as soon as we receive further correspondence.
READ the letter.

Q&A with the Integrity Commissioner
"Integrity issues are rarely black and white,

and in each case it's necessary to consider the facts of the case objectively....In terms of how to
manage complex situations and providing advice, the Integrity Act 2009 (Qld) makes it very clear that
the public’s interests are paramount.... Any advice provided by the Integrity Commissioner must
FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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reflect the fact that the interests of the public are paramount, irrespective of how that may impact the

person seeking the advice."

If | seek advice, what can | expect?
"Under the Integrity Act, | must get the request in writing (i.e. via email), and | also have to respond in

writing. Many people like to touch base with me first via telephone.

Once you email or write to me, you receive an email from me confirming I've received your written
request, and an indication of how long it will take for me to provide the advice. If | don’t have all the
information | need | will call you or email you.

On average the written advice is provided within two working days. Any oral opinion | provide, unless
it is to MPs (under a different section of the Act), is not considered to be formal advice - so if you have
a conversation with me, it's not considered advice so don'’t rely upon it.

At the moment there are over 6000 people who fall within the definition of ‘designated person’ in the
Integrity Act. It is an extremely diverse group and, naturally, the range of reasons for seeking advice is
also very diverse.

During any week there are usually several advices at different stages of preparation (as quite a bit of

research is required for each one). So, if you have a concern, contact us early!"

Can the Integrity Commissioner deal with urgent matters?
"Yes | do - every day - but it will come down to whether | think it's urgent and how it's prioritised with

all the other urgent advices | am providing on the day. | have to shuffle things around as | also deal
with pre-Cabinet matters and matters that arise due to meetings other designated persons are
involved in.

It's not urgent if a person has had the opportunity to read or consider a matter, and then touches base
with me at the last possible moment. Because of the legal protection provided by the QIC advice, |
need to ensure that | have all the facts and can provide a considered response.

So my advice is to read tabled papers etc early and contact me as soon as you see that there may be

an issue."

Are all dealings with the Integrity Commissioner confidential?
Yes. There are strict secrecy provisions within the Act (see s. 24). Communication to and from me or

my office is also not subject to RTI requests.

MORE: The Commissioner may not make public the name of a designated person who has sought
advice or the advice that was given. However the person who has been given advice may disclose it
to anyone, and make it public.

It is an offence for anyone other than the designated person who requested the advice to disclose the
document. Furthermore, all material related to a request for advice is exempt from disclosure under
schedule 1, section 6 of the Right to Information Act 2009. Advice sought about another person
cannot be released unless compelled by another Act.

Certain disclosures are authorised, and in some cases required, under the Integrity Act 2009. These
are set out in chapter 3, part 4 of that Act. (https://www.integrity.gld.gov.au/)
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Is the Integrity Commissioner obliged to make available to anyone else advice | may have
confidentially requested?
"There are limited circumstances when a request can be made by the Minister- of relevance to your

members are sections 30 and 17(e). The Minister is also able to seek advice about a Mayor or
Councillor (s.17(e))"

MORE: If the Integrity Commissioner advises that a designated person has an actual, or perceived,
and significant conflict of interest, the designated person should take steps to resolve that conflict.
If the designated person fails to resolve an actual, or perceived, and significant ethics or integrity
issues within five days of receiving advice from the Integrity Commissioner, the Integrity
Commissioner must give the Premier or other relevant person a copy of the advice documents.
(https://www.integrity.qld.gov.au/)

Is the Integrity Commissioner required to share information that is raised with them with the
Crime & Corruption Commission (CCC)?
"No the QIC is not."

Can advice from the Integrity Commissioner be relied upon?
"There are legal protections for acting on advice from the QIC. If a designated person seeks advice

from the QIC, discloses all relevant information to the QIC, and then puts that advice substantially into
effect, they are not liable in civil proceedings or under an administrative process for the act taken by
the person to resolve the conflict (s40). However, they are still liable for any acts or omission done or

made in connection with the conflict BEFORE the person receives the QIC advice."

If I receive written advice from the Integrity Commissioner, can | make that advice available to
others, and to the public?
"It is at the discretion of the person seeking advice as to what they do with it. Some choose to provide

a table the advice, or present it to the press. Others keep the advice private and for safekeeping

should the need arise and this wish to produce it."

What is the best way to contact the Integrity Commissioner?
Via email: integrity.commissioner@integrity.qld.gov.au
or P: (07) 3003 2885 M: 0428 233 630

More
Further Questions & Responses from the Integrity Commissioner, from an interview with ABC Gold
Coast.

LGAQ support
We take this opportunity to remind all members of the many services available to support you in
achieving the highest possible standards in ethical and accountable governance:

Legislation Commentary Service

Legal Opinions

Welcome Compendium

Elected Member Update

Diploma of Local Government (Elected Member)
Mayoral & Councillor Handbooks

Delegations Register

Please contact the Member Services Hotline to find out more about these services 1300 542 700 or
ask@lgag.asn.au
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Circular
For Information

Circular: 2018-02
Release Date: Monday, 26 February 2018
Authorised by: Greg Hallam PSM Chief Executive Officer

The LGAQ Council Cost Index 2018 has been calculated at +1.89%. The LGAQ Council Cost
Index is a composite index collated to represent the average cost increases experienced by
councils over the previous 12 months (Dec to Dec quarters). The LGAQ CCI 2017 was +1.74%.

The LGAQ Council Cost index (CCI) provides a measure of the average cost increases experienced
by councils across the state for the previous year. A comparable average revenue increase will be
necessary to maintain current levels of service before provision for growth, irregular maintenance and
capital replacement.

The Australian Federation’s fiscal arrangements mean that federal, state and territory governments
together collect approximately 97% of all public revenue (ABS 5512). Given the respective
responsibilities of each level of government, fiscal redistribution is necessary to fund local government
service delivery to communities.

An additional increase in own-source revenue will be necessary if all other revenues, namely federal
and state grants, are not also indexed or otherwise increased at least in line with cost increases.
Financial Assistance Grants indexation was re-applied from 2017-18.

Councils will be aware that 50 per cent of the 2017-18 Financial Assistance Grant payment was
brought forward and paid in 2016—17. At this time, Financial Assistance Grant payments are expected
to return to the normal quarterly payment schedule for 2018-19. The 2018 Federal Budget, to be
handed down on 8 May, will confirm the payment schedule.
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FEDERAL AND STATE BUDGET BREAKDOWN

Based on the 2017 budget, 2018-19 levels of funding received by councils through the Federal
Government’s Roads to Recovery program are due to be reduced by half to an estimated $70M for
Queensland (of the $364.5M national allocation).

Councils applying for funding under the Bridges Renewal Program will compete for a national funding
pool of $85M programmed in the budget papers for 2018-19. Funding is available up to a maximum of
50% of the total project cost (Round 3 contributions were capped at $5M).

The Heavy Vehicle Safety and Productivity Program is expected to receive a 2018-19 national
allocation of $60M, and funding is available up to 50 per cent of the total project cost to approved
projects (up to a maximum of $5M).

The Black Spot Program (road safety) has a national allocation of $85M in 2018-19 and 2019-20, and
councils can nominate a project for funding online.

2018-19 funding for Developing Northern Australia (i) Improving cattle supply chains and (ii) Northern
Australia Roads are expected to be allocated a national pool of $42M and $220M respectively.
Funding is available up to a maximum of 80 per cent of the total project cost in partnership with the
state, territory and local governments.

The Queensland Government’s Works for Queensland Program has been allocated a further $100M
per year from 2018-19 to 2020-21. The State’s commitment to provide this allocated funding over the
next 3 years will be crucial to councils planning much needed capital works.

Building Our Regions is expected to offer $63M annually in 2018-19 and 2019-20 on an application
basis for eligible councils across its three sub-programs:
https://www.statedevelopment.qld.gov.au/regional-development/building-our-regions.htmi

Information on grants and funding programs are available at http://lgag.asn.au/grants

CCI IN-DEPTH

The LGAQ has published a CCI since 2005 to provide a more appropriate indicator of cost increases
across the range of services and infrastructure delivered by local government, compared with the CPI
which represents a basket of household goods and services.

The LGAQ refined the method for calculating the CCI over recent years, drawing on the composition
of Queensland local government expenditure and indexes in other jurisdictions which confirmed the
inclusion of wage costs, road and bridge costs and the CPI as the most relevant elements used in
calculating local government cost indexes.

In Queensland, ABS data for recent years shows that local government employee costs represent
about 44% of total operating expenses (excluding depreciation), and roads and transport outlays are
around 30% of expenditure (ABS 5512).

From the 2013 release, the LGAQ CCI for Queensland local government has included three weighted
components: the wage price index (50%), the ABS road and bridge construction index (30%) and the
CPI for Brisbane (20%) to represent general consumables.

Recent data for the road and bridge index displayed significant volatility and movements in some
periods did not reflect the actual cost increases experienced by councils. To address this problem, a
five-year moving average has been applied to the road and bridge index.

While the LGAQ Council Cost Index provides a measure of the average cost increases experienced

by councils across the state, the mix of construction and non-construction activity will vary from
council to council.
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For example, road and bridge construction costs may have increased by a higher rate in some parts
of the state compared with the average. Local circumstances and supplier markets will need to be
considered by each council when determining the required level of rates and other revenues
necessary to provide the community's desired levels of service and standards of infrastructure.

For further information on the Council Cost Index please contact
roland_mcmillan@lgaq.asn.au or telephone 07 3000 2222.
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From: BAIN Stacey (EnergyQ) [mailto:stacey.bain@energyg.com.au] On Behalf Of BIFFANTI Mark

(EnergyQ)
Sent: Tuesday, 13 February 2018 8:21 AM

To: Lyn McLaughlin
Subject: 2018 Energex-Ergon Community Fund

Good Morning Lyn
It is my pleasure to announce the launch of the 2018 Energex-Ergon Community Fund.

Applications are now open to not-for-profit organisations, community groups, education institutions and
the like, to apply for a one-off grant of up to $5,000 to help bring their community initiative to life. It’s
all about supporting local groups that, like us, work hard to provide positive and lasting benefits to the
communities they operate in. Eligible projects should have a focus on energy efficiency, environmental
conservation and sustainability, safety, diversity and inclusion, renewable projects, equipment and
facility upgrades.

Attached is the Energex-Ergon Community Fund Brochure for your information, and to promote the
program to community groups in your electorate should you have the opportunity.

For further information, inspiration, to make an application or review terms and conditions, interested
parties should visit www.ergon.com.au/communityfund

Deadline for submissions is 5pm, Monday 26 March 2018.

If you have any questions about the program please contact our Community Fund Team who will be
happy to assist: communityfund@ergon.com.au

Kind regards

Mark Biffanti
Area Manager - Flinders

Ergon Energy Network | Energex

No. 1 3"d Avenue, Home Hill QId 4806
P 07 47905413 M 0419 441 905 E mark.biffanti@energyg.com.au

ergon.com.au | energex.com.au

This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
For more information please visit http://www.symanteccloud.com

Document Set ID: 1442963
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Apply for up to $5,000 for your community project.

@

energex

Part of the Energy Queensland Group

Community groups | Schools | Universities | Charities |
Sports Clubs | Industry Associations | Aboriginal & Torres
Strait Islander organisations | Local Government
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Bring your
big ideas to life!

A lot of us have big ideas about how to help our
communities but often need a helping hand and some
extra resources to get them over the line.

We are committed to working with and supporting our
local communities to deliver positive outcomes and build
lasting relationships. That's why we created the Energex-
Ergon Community Fund, which is designed to empower
groups in local communities across the state to create
change for the better.

So if you have a project that provides lasting benefits for
your community and would like us to get involved, then
we think that’s a great fit. Your idea doesn’t have to be
complicated or large-scale to be “big” - things that might
seem small or simple can also make a huge difference.

Want to know more? Read onl!

So what is the
Community Fund?

In a nutshell, it’'s a grant program that provides
funding to not-for-profit community groups and
organisations. This funding empowers groups to
make a difference in their community. We look
for ideas that encourage community identity
and wellbeing, are innovative or showcase
access to future solutions, whether it's through
support for diversity and inclusion, education,
energy and environmental conservation,
electrical safety or renewable energy projects,
or by providing essential equipment or facilities.

With grants on offer from $200 up to $5,000,
we're here to be a helping hand in getting your
big idea across the line.

Document Set ID: 1442963
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Can | apply?

The great news is you can be Eligible groups include: Applications close 5pm on
based anywhere in Australia, Monday 26 March, 2018.
however your project must be « Community groups Apply nhow so you

undertaken within Queensland.

don’t miss out.

e Local government or other
You must be an incorporated

not-for-profit organisation to be
eligible for the Fund. Previous

government entities
e Educational institutions

applicants and grant recipients * Charities

are also eligible to reapply. * Sporting clubs

e |Industry associations

If you're an individual with a - Aboriginal or Torres Strait

great idea, you could consider Islander organisations.

seeking sponsorship from a

local incorporated not-for-profit

organisation.

If your project will take place in
Energex’s South East Queenland
network area - that’s from the NSW
border north to Gympie, and west to
the base of the Great Dividing Range

- please submit your application to
the Energex Community Fund.

For all other Queensland locations,
please apply to the Ergon
Community Fund.

. Energex

‘ Ergon
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Which types of

Which types of projects
are not eligible?

Projects outside Queensland : Major infrastructure : Commercial research and

These Erelees Whek Berert construction projects development projects

individuals only Conferences Projects that will require

Fundraising activities Purchasing of carbon CigiITe el SUgEel
g offsets from Energex or Ergon

Initiatives that only seek to after completion

offer cash or financial grants : Projects which are the :
: : Projects that have already
core business of local

Initiatives where the sole : : : been completed.
o : 5 council, state or federal 5
benefit is a commercial
- government or government
outcome for an individual or :
- owned corporations
organisation
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inspiration?

Get your creativity flowing
with these big ideas.

Run an electrical

safety campaign Get ready for

for local students storm season by
installing storm

and residents.

shutters or a
generator with
a change-over
switch.

Adopt energy management
systems to monitor, measure,
and control your building’s
electrical load e.g. air
conditioning units and
lighting controls.

Create a community garden to educate

kids about sustainable living or
revitalise part of your town

Provide first aid equipment
for community and
emergency response.
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TIPS

‘ We’d like to see new ideas, ‘ Think about how you can Let your passion shine

even those that seem ] give your application the through! We know community
small or simple. We want edge. Think outside the projects are run by passionate
ideas that will provide a box but keep it real. We volunteers keen to make a
positive benefit for your want ideas that will create difference. Make sure you
community. change for the better. tell us about your great

: : work and why your group

deserves a grant.

It’s important to tick all the right
boxes. Please read the Terms and

o a I Conditions and run through the
y u p p yl [ ] | criteria list before you start.

J J
J

Non-essential but nice

Be innovative in nature g Have potential to raise

: community awareness
Have an ongoing benefit : of the project and what it
beyond the initial project aims to achieve

Provide opportunities to g Obtain professional quotes
promote Energex or Ergon g
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IS easy

g

Jump online at energex.com.au/communityfund or ergon.com.au/communityfund to complete an

online application form and attach any supporting documents that will help us assess your proposal.

Review process

Firstly, your application will be
assessed for eligibility. Shortlisted
applications will then be reviewed

by a panel of experts in the

fields of education, safety and

community engagement.

Decision time

You'll find out whether your
application has been approved
by email. If you’re successful, the
email will contain details of the
amount you’ve been granted.
This is a one-off payment and it

contract or letter of agreement
and submit your insurance

certificate of currency and a tax
invoice for the grant to be paid.

might not be the full amount you
applied for. You'll need to sign a

Timeline

Mon 26 Mar 2018

Applications close

Early May 2018
Outcome advised

Jun 2018
Grants received

Jul 2018 - Jun 2019

Projects implemented

i - -
ey o Submission Contact Us
o 2 deadline
¥ 3- We’ll need to receive your application submitted For further enquiries about the Fund or the
through energex.com.au/communityfund or application process, please email your applicable
.8 4r ergon.com.au/communityfund by 5.00pm, provider: communityfund@energex.com.au or
,7 6 5, Monday 26 March 2018. Late applications or communityfund@ergon.com.au

additions/amendments to existing applications

will not be accepted. One of our Community Fund team will respond

by return email or phone as soon as practicable.

energex.com.au/communityfund . ergon.com.au/communityfund .

Apply online
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Community Fund
Terms &
Conditions

-

N

w

The following terms and conditions apply to the administration of the

Energex-Ergon Community Fund.

In these terms and conditions,
“Grantor” means either
Energex Limited or Ergon
Energy Corporation Limited,
depending upon the
geographic location of the
project proposed in a grant
application.

. Grant applications must be

in the prescribed form, must
comply with any submission
requirements published by
the Grantor and will only be
accepted from government
entities or incorporated not-
for-profit organisations.

The Grantor will assess
applications and award

grants at its sole and absolute
discretion. The Grantor may, in
assessing applications, use any
criteria it considers relevant,
including both published and
unpublished criteria. The
Grantor is not required to
provide notice or reasons for
the award or refusal of any
grant application.

Document Set ID: 1442963
Version: 1,
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4. Successful applicants will be
asked to enter into a Grant
Funding Agreement with
the Grantor setting out the
rights and obligations of the
parties in relation to the grant.
The Grantor is not legally
bound and is not required to
advance any grant amounts
unless and until a Grant
Funding Agreement is in place
between the parties. A Grant
Funding Agreement may be
for a grant amount different
from the application and may
impose additional conditions
or obligations on the grant
recipient.

Information provided by
applicants will be collected,
used and disclosed in
accordance with the Energex
Privacy Policy (www.
energex.com.au/about-us/
our-commitment/to-our-
customers/protecting-your-
privacy) and the Ergon Privacy
Policy (www.ergon.com.au/
about-us/help-and-support/
privacy-policy). In addition

to any other use outlined

in those policies, Energex
Limited and Ergon Energy
Corporation Limited may share
between them any information
you provide in connection

with an application and may
use that information for
promoting, administering and
operating the Fund and related
initiatives.

The Grantor may update
or replace these terms and
conditions from time-to-time.
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