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SENATE RURAL AND REGIONAL AFFAIRS AND TRANSPORT
REFERENCES COMMITTEE

25 September 2019

Mayor Lyn McLaughlin
Mayor
Burdekin Shire Council

By email: enquiries@burdekin.qld.gov.au

Dear Mayor McLaughlin

Identification of leading practices in ensuring evidence-based regulation of farm
practices that impact water quality outcomes in the Great Barrier Reef

On 17 September 2019, the Senate referred the following matter to the Rural and Regional
Affairs and Transport References Committee for inquiry and report by 1 October 2020:

The identification of leading practices in ensuring evidence-based regulation of farm
practices that impact water quality outcomes in the Great Barrier Reef, with particular
reference to:

a. the existing evidence-base on the impact of farm water runoff on the health of the
Great Barrier Reef and catchment areas;

b. the connectivity of farm practices throughout the Great Barrier Reef catchment
areas to water quality outcomes in the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park;

c. relevant legislation and regulation, including in relation to impacts of water
quality, farm management and soil runoff;

d. proposed changes to regulations that would impact on farm productivity and the
potential benefits and costs of such proposed regulation;

e. the wider economic and social impact of proposed regulations to restrict farm
practices; and

f. any related matters.

The committee invites you to make a submission addressing all or some of the issues
identified in the above Terms of Reference. Please extend this invitation to any person or
organisation that might also be interested in making a submission. The closing date for
submissions to the inquiry is 8 November 2019.

The Committee encourages lodgement of submissions in electronic form. Submissions can
be lodged via the Online Submission System. Submissions can also be sent by email to
rrat.sen@aph.gov.au or by post to:

mailto:RRAT.Sen@aph.gov.au
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Committee Secretary
Senate Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References Committee
PO Box 6100
Parliament House
Canberra ACT 2600
Australia

Please note that submissions become committee documents and, absent a committee
decision to the contrary, are published online. Persons making submissions must not
release them without the committee's prior approval. Submissions are covered by
parliamentary privilege but their unauthorised release is not.

Please ensure that any submissions or attachments you wish to remain confidential are
clearly marked as such. A covering letter, clearly outlining the specific reasons for
requesting confidentiality, should also be attached to the submission. Please contact the
Secretariat if you require further advice on any issues with regard to confidentiality.

For further information about the inquiry see the inquiry homepage or phone (02) 6277
3511.

Yours sincerely

Sarah Redden
Acting Committee Secretary
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This email has been scanned by the Symantec Email Security.cloud service.
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Dear Mayors, Councillors and CEOs

Now the dust is starting to settle on the Local Government Electoral (Implementing
Stage 2 of Belcarra) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill – it is perhaps timely that
I provide an update on where the LNP stands on a number of the issues raised in the
legislation.

The legislation started with 58 per cent of the clauses being related to “Other
Legislation” as opposed to implementing the Belcarra recommendations. Following
the pressure applied by Councils and the LNP, some of the major provisions were
removed from the Legislation by amendments in relation to:-

· conflict of interest and registers of interest
· new provisions which provide that councillors and election participants,

including candidates, are deemed to have knowledge of the source of an
electoral gift or loan for the purpose of a proceeding for an offence against the
conflict of interest provisions, or an offence relating to a gift or loan made to
an election participant, respectively (ie reversing the onus of proof)

· to the voting methodology for mayoral and single councillor elections (ie
introduction of Compulsory Preferential Voting)

· allowing the Office of the Independent Assessor (OIA) to investigate the
conduct of local government employees in certain circumstances.

As you know, the introduction of Compulsory Preferential Voting at the 2020 Local
Government Elections did not stem from the integrity body recommendations.

Furthermore, the provisions to fine CEOs up to 20 penalty units for a procedural
matter of not suppling information within a specified timeframe had no genesis from
the integrity body recommendations.

The Government was all over the place and the Bill finished with up to 50 pages of
amendments.  Due to the debate being guillotined in the State Parliament, the LNP
was unable to record position in the Parliament on a number of matters.

I do however, wish to apprise you of the position that the LNP has taken on the
amendments outlined below.  For the record, the LNP oppose the following:-

- Clause 47 that amends City of Brisbane Act and subjects the CEO to 20
penalty units in the event they are unable to supply the information. Penalty
units are being applied to a procedural issue.

- Clause 71 amends Local Government Act and expands the jurisdiction of the
OIA to investigate local government employees which was not the intent of the
OIA – this is the job of the CEO under the code of conduct.

- Clause 108 giving directions to local government staff which amends Local
Government Act and removes the Mayors ability to give direction to senior
executive employees.

- Clause 116 appointing other local government employees which amends Local

mailto:Warrego@parliament.qld.gov.au
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Government Act and removes the Mayor, Deputy Mayor or Councillor who is
Committee Chair to participate in decision making to appoint senior executive
employees.

- Clause 147 requests for assistance or information that amends Local
Government Act and subjects the CEO to 20 penalty units in the event they
are unable to supply the information.

- Clause 175 who must complete a declaration envelope which amends Local
Government Act to introduce prisoner voting

- Clauses 215 to 218 amends how electors must record a vote on a ballot paper
in the Local Government Act by changing Optional Preferential Voting to
Compulsory Preferential Voting.

- Clause 258 amends Right to Information Act and removes the Civic Cabinet
provisions for Brisbane City Council

- Clause 259 amends Right to Information Act and removes the current right to
information access exemption that applies to Brisbane City Council Civic
Cabinet.

Importantly, we saw the Palaszczuk Labor Government fall on their sword and scrap
the CPV proposals for divided councils and the Mayoral ballot.

However, it should be noted that we have yet to hear a commitment from the
Government that they will not introduce any legislation for CPV at the 2024 Local
Government Elections during the rest of this parliamentary term.

In the interests of certainty and to let you plan without unnecessary disruption, all
Local Governments deserve to hear a commitment in this regard. Should you wish to
peruse my speech in the debate, it can be found on page 3153 at
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/hansard/2019/2019_10_15_DAILY.pdf

Thank you to all the Mayors, Councillors, CEOs, staff and the LGAQ for expressing
your concerns.  Collectively we have been able to make a difference.

I look forward to catching up with you in the near future.

Yours sincerely

Ann Leahy MP -- Member for Warrego

Shadow Minister for Local Government

Roma Office       T: 4570 1100 or 1800 814 479 PO Box 945 ROMA Q  4455

Dalby Office       T: 4519 0700 or 1800 625 430 PO Box 262 DALBY Q 4405

E warrego@parliament.qld.gov.au   F www.facebook.com/AnnLeahyLNP
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Hello,

Welcome to our third edition of Insight on the work of the Office of the Independent
Assessor.

This quarter we are focusing on the fast-approaching local government elections in
March 2020 and outline how we are proactively implementing strategies to minimise the
politicisation of councillor complaints.

We discuss what is a vexatious, frivolous or a complaint not made in good faith, and
outline when we will act to charge a person making a vexatious complaint. This carries
a maximum fine of more than $11,000.

Our case study focuses on who is doing the complaining, from members of the public to
the growing number of councillors complaining about other councillors.

Our data shows complaint numbers grew in the last quarter to now sit at more than
1,080 towards the end of October 2019. These numbers are still putting pressure on this
office and delays are being experienced in progressing investigations and Councillor
Conduct Tribunal matters.

With conflicts of interest still the most high-risk area, we are regularly updating our
Resources for councillors to help navigate these issues.

The third edition of Insight is now available and I value your feedback and suggestions.
If you haven’t already, please subscribe for future editions.

Kathleen Florian

Independent Assessor

This email and any attachments may contain confidential or privileged information and may be protected by copyright. You
must not use or disclose them other than for the purposes for which they were supplied. The confidentiality and privilege
attached to this message and attachment is not waived by reason of mistaken delivery to you. If you are not the intended
recipient, you must not use, disclose, retain, forward or reproduce this message or any attachments. If you receive this
message in error please notify the sender by return email or telephone, and destroy and delete all copies. The Department
does not accept any responsibility for any loss or damage that may result from reliance on, or use of, any information
contained in this email and/or attachments.
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From:      The Premier
Sent:       Wed, 30 Oct 2019 10:54:02 +1000
To:                        Email Registration
Subject:                Nominate a 2020 Queensland Great

Dear Councillor McLaughlin

I am thrilled to announce that the 2020 Queensland Greats Awards are now open for 
nomination. In 2020, this significant awards program will celebrate 20 years of 
recognising exceptional individuals and institutions for their contribution to our great 
State. 

Since the Awards’ inception in 2001, 95 individuals, 15 institutions, 5 posthumous and 
1 honorary recipient have been honoured as Queensland Greats. 

The 2019 recipients included six outstanding individuals – Mr Robert (Bob) Atkinson 
AO APM, Distinguished Professor Judith Clements AC, Dr Mark Loane AM, Ms Kay 
McGrath OAM, Ms Patricia O’Connor and Mr Charles (Chuck) Feeney (Honorary). 
The 2019 posthumous recipient was conservationist Dr John Sinclair AO and the 
Queensland Country Women’s Association was the worthy recipient of the institution 
award. 

As we celebrate the 20th anniversary of these prestigious awards, I urge you to 
nominate at least one individual or institution from within your community who has 
demonstrated a long-term commitment to Queensland. Nominations are encouraged 
across one or more of three categories – individual, institution and posthumous. 

To assist in promoting these Awards within your community, we have included some 
useful information below: 

 email template to send within your network
 electronic poster to encourage nominations
 signature block, web and social media icons to utilise in your communication.

For more information please visit the website or contact the Awards Coordinator by 
email or telephone (07) 3003 9200. 

Version: 1, Version Date: 30/10/2019
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Thank you in advance for supporting this prestigious awards program and nominating 
a true Queensland Great from your region. I look forward to announcing the 
Queensland Greats in June 2020 and celebrating the program’s 20th anniversary next 
year.

Yours sincerely

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND
MINISTER FOR TRADE

Visit awards.premiers.qld.gov.au/qga for more information

This email was sent by Events and Engagement, Department of the Premier and Cabinet, PO Box 15185, CITY EAST QLD 
4002 to burdekinsc@burdekin.qld.gov.au
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From:      Jeanette Garvey
Sent:       Thu, 24 Oct 2019 19:47:47 +1000
To:                        Email Registration
Subject:                Groper Creek Community BBQ
Attachments:                   2019-10-24 11.27.43.jpg

Hi,
Could you please pass onto Mayor Lyn,  Councillors & relevant LDMG personnel...Groper 
Creek Community BBQ to thank those who assisted in our February clean-up will be held in 
conjunction with Disaster Ready Day. Details as per flyer - would be great to have a Council rep 
come along l.
Regards 
Jeanette Garvey 
Groper Creek Rural Fire Brigade Secretary
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