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ORDINARY COUNCIL 

MEETING 
 
 

HELD AT COUNCIL ADMINISTRATION BUILDING, 
 145 YOUNG STREET, AYR 

 
 
 
 

on 22 June 2021 
 
 
 
 

COMMENCING AT 10:30AM 
 
 
 
At this meeting contributions made by members of the public may be recorded by way of audio recording which will be 
used for the purpose of developing minutes of the meeting and decision making of Council.  Burdekin Shire Council is 
bound by the Information Privacy Act 2009 to protect the privacy of personal information. 
 
Under Local Law 1 Section 35(3) a person must not make an audio or video recording of a local government meeting, 
a standing committee meeting, a special committee meeting or an advisory committee meeting unless the chairperson 
at the meeting gives consent in writing to the recording of the meeting. 
 
Further information may be found on council's website at www.burdekin.qld.gov.au 
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1 PRAYER 

 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 
 

3 MINUTES AND BUSINESS ARISING 

3.1 Ordinary Council Meeting Minutes - 8 June 2021  
 
Recommendation 
That the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 8 June 2021 be received as a true and 
correct record. 
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4 EXECUTIVE 

4.1 CEO 

 
 

4.2 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

5 CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

5.1 CLIENT SERVICES 

 
 

5.2 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

5.3 FINANCIAL AND ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 

5.3.1 Monthly Financial Report for Period Ending 31 May 2021  
 
Recommendation 
That the Monthly Financial Report for Period Ending 31 May 2021 be received. 
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5.4 GOVERNANCE 

 
 

6 INFRASTRUCTURE, PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

6.1 ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH SERVICES 

6.1.1 Amendment to 2021/2022 Fees and Charges - Waste Disposal Charges  
 
File Reference 367 

Report Author Ms. Emily Jones – Waste Services Project Officer  

Authoriser Mr. Nick Wellwood – Director Infrastructure, Planning and Environmental 
Services 

 
Meeting Date  22 June 2021 

Link to Corporate/Operational Plan  

Burdekin Shire Council Corporate Plan 2017-2022 
 

4.1.5 Continually Improve Waste Management Practices 
 

 
Executive Summary 
The adopted 2021/22 Fees and Charges for Waste Disposal Charges has some inconsistencies that 
should be corrected. 
 
A recommendation is provided for the amendments to 2021/22 Fees and Charges relating to Waste 
Disposal Fees and Charges. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council approves the following changes to the 2021/22 Waste Disposal Fees and Charges: 
 
2021/22 Fee and Charge Recommended Action 
Transfer Station –  
Municipal Solid Waste –  
Domestic  

• Ute/van with small trailer 
• Ute/van with large trailer 

 

Delete 

Transfer Station –  
Commercial and Industrial – 

• Ute/van with small trailer 
• Ute/van with large trailer 

 
 

Delete 

Transfer Station –  
Municipal Solid Waste – Domestic  

• Plastic waste oil containers (empty) 
of any volume >5 - $32.00 per cubic 
metre (including GST). 

Amend fee from $32.00 to $31.00 (including 
GST). 
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Transfer Station –  
Municipal Solid Waste – Domestic 
Recyclables  

• Fridges, freezers and air conditioning 
units not degassed – Free if sorted. 

 

Amend to read - Fridges, freezers and air 
conditioning units degassed or not. 

Kirknie Landfill –  
Commercial and Industrial –  

• Commercial fridges, freezers and air 
conditioning units not degassed - 
$39.00 each (including GST) 

 

Amend fee from $39-00 to $37-00 (including 
GST) 

 
Background 
The 2021/22 Waste Disposal Fees and Charges adopted by Council on 8 June 2021 has some 
inconsistencies requiring correction (see Appendix A). 
 
Consultation 
Not Applicable. 
 
Budget & Resource Implications 
Not Applicable. 
 
Legal Authority & Implications 
Not Applicable. 
 
Policy Implications 
Not Applicable. 
 
Risk Implications (Strategic, Operational, Project Risks) 
Any identified risks will be evaluated and managed in accordance with the Enterprise Risk 
Management (ERM) Policy and the adopted ERM Framework. 
There do not appear to be any strategic, operational or project risks in relation to amending the fees 
and charges.   
 
Appendix A 
 
2021/22 Fee and Charge Recommended 

Action 
Reason/Comment 

Transfer Station –  
Municipal Solid Waste –  
Domestic  

• Ute/van with small 
trailer 

• Ute/van with large 
trailer 

 

Delete These are current fees that are 
combinations of existing fees, three (3) 
of which are incorrect in the 2021/22 
Waste Disposal Fees and Charges. 
Individual charges for both a domestic 
Ute/Van/Large trailer and Small trailer 
and a commercial Ute/Van/Large trailer 
and Small trailer already exist and 
efficiencies would be gained by 
deleting the combination charges. This 
would also minimise errors in reviewing 
Fees and Charges in the future. 
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Transfer Station –  
Commercial and Industrial – 

• Ute/van with small 
trailer 

• Ute/van with large 
trailer 

 
 

Delete These are current fees that are 
combinations of existing fees, three (3) 
of which are incorrect in the 2021/22 
Waste Disposal Fees and Charges. 
Individual charges for both a domestic 
Ute/Van/Large trailer and Small trailer 
and a commercial Ute/Van/Large trailer 
and Small trailer already exist and 
efficiencies would be gained by 
deleting the combination charges. This 
would also minimise errors in reviewing 
Fees and Charges in the future. 
 

Transfer Station –  
Municipal Solid Waste – 
Domestic  

• Plastic waste oil 
containers (empty) of 
any volume >5 - 
$32.00 per cubic 
metre (including 
GST). 

 

Amend fee from 
$32.00 to $31.00 
(including GST). 

The charge for Domestic plastic waste 
oil containers (empty) of any volume > 
5 of $32.00 is currently $1.00 more 
than the equivalent charge for 
Commercial plastic waste oil containers 
(empty) of any volume. These charges 
should be consistent. 
 

Transfer Station –  
Municipal Solid Waste – 
Domestic Recyclables  

• Fridges, freezers and 
air conditioning units 
not degassed – Free 
if sorted. 

 

Amend to read - 
Fridges, freezers 
and air 
conditioning units 
degassed or not. 

The wording should be changed to 
reflect that all fridges, freezers or air 
conditioners are free for domestic 
customers if sorted regardless of 
whether they are degassed or not. 
 

Kirknie Landfill –  
Commercial and Industrial –  

• Commercial fridges, 
freezers and air 
conditioning units not 
degassed - $39.00 
each (including GST) 

 

Amend fee from 
$39-00 to $37-00 
(including GST) 

The charge for non-degassed 
commercial fridges, freezers or air 
conditioning units is different at the 
Kirknie Landfill and the transfer stations 
and should be consistent at all waste 
facilities. 
 

 
Attachments 
Not Applicable.  
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6.1.2 Future Treatment of Wunjunga TV Reception Infrastructure  
 
File Reference 1781 

Report Author Mr. Dan Mulcahy – Manager Environmental and Health Services 

Authoriser Mr. Nick Wellwood – Director Infrastructure, Planning and Environmental 
Services 

 
Meeting Date  22 June 2021 

Link to Corporate/Operational Plan 

Burdekin Shire Council Corporate Plan 2017-2022  
 
1.2 Management and maintenance of community assets 
5.3.2 Ensure Council’s financial position is effectively managed 

 
 
Executive Summary 
Council has maintained and repaired the TV reception infrastructure at Wunjunga for a number of 
years since 1987/88 under different cost sharing models. Currently Council is bearing the cost of any 
repairs and maintenance. New technologies have been developed that now allow Wunjunga residents 
to obtain certain free to air channels. Comments have been sought and received from the Wunjunga 
Progress Association (WPA) on the matter. 
 
A recommendation is provided for the future treatment of the Wunjunga TV reception infrastructure. 
 
Recommendation 
That Council take the following action in respect of the future treatment of the Wunjunga TV reception 
infrastructure: 
 

I. Council to bear responsibility for the maintenance and operation of the Wunjunga TV reception 
infrastructure up to 30 June 2022; 

II. After 30 June 2022, the Council will hand over such responsibility to the Wunjunga Progress 
Association or other acceptable organisation; and 

III. If responsibility for the infrastructure is not taken over by the Wunjunga Progress Association 
or other acceptable organisation, the Council will dismantle and remove the infrastructure from 
site. 

 
Background 
History 
 
• It is believed that the Wunjunga Progress Association were the original owners of the equipment. 

This is based on a Council resolution in 1998 requesting that investigations be undertaken into 
Council obtaining ownership of the television signal facility at Wunjunga, with a levy being 
imposed on the Wunjunga landholders on a benefited area basis for the maintenance of the 
facility. 

• The Wunjunga SBS Translator Special Charges began in 1987/88 (See Appendix A for charges 
history). 

• The Special Charges have covered the cost of the initial loan to purchase the equipment, 
electricity supply and repairs. 
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• The Special Charge was discontinued from the 2017/18 financial year. 
• It is believed that the equipment was erected to supply the SBS channel as indicated in the 

Special Charge description. 
• At some later point other TV channels became available. 
• Actual operating expenses from 2004/05 are shown in Appendix B. 
 
How Does it Work? 

• A Receiver Pole receives the TV signals from Mt. Inkerman. 
• Underground or overhead cables send the signal from the Receiver Pole to the Transmitter Pole 

which is located near the town. Cables are presently overhead. 
• The Transmitter Pole transmits the signal to the houses. 
 
Options 

Council has a number of options to consider regarding the future treatment of the TV reception 
infrastructure. 

1. Continue with the status quo – no Special Charge and Council arranges for repairs and 
maintenance and pays for electricity. 

2. Reinsert the Special Charge (resolution required at a Budget Meeting) - Council arranges for 
repairs and maintenance and pays for electricity. Disadvantages of this option are: 

a. There is an annual cost in administering the special charge. 
b. Not all residents in Wunjunga may benefit from the infrastructure equally as some have 

alternative TV reception arrangements. 
3. Responsibility for repairs and maintenance be handed back to the Wunjunga Progress 

Association or other acceptable organisation.  Repairs and maintenance can be intermittent. The 
WPA may be able to undertake a survey to determine which residents still require the service 
and/or what alternatives are available. 

4. Wunjunga residents provide their own TV reception via new technology and products, e.g. VAST 
system – estimated costs include: dish $300.00-$500.00 (same satellite as Foxtel); decoder 
$300.00; no ongoing costs; five (5) major channels available. See Appendix C. 
 

Note: Some residents may already have a VAST system or other in place. 

Consultation 
Council discussed this matter its Workshop held on 16 March 2021 and Ordinary Council Meeting 
held on 13 April 2021.  Council resolved to liaise with the WPA regarding the proposed handing back 
of responsibility for the repair and maintenance of the Wunjunga TV reception infrastructure. 
 
Council consulted with the Wunjunga Progress Association on the matter. The WPA replied advising 
“… it was decided that having Council own and maintain the equipment and seek to recover costs by 
way of a levy through the rates system would be the preferred option at this point in time. We feel this 
way costs can be shared by all those who benefit from this service as the fairest solution for all parties 
involved.” 
 
Budget & Resource Implications 
Adoption of the recommendation will result in operational savings from the 2022/23 financial year as 
indicated in Appendix B in addition to unknown administrative savings in dealing with the matter. 
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Legal Authority & Implications 
Not Applicable. 
 
Policy Implications 
Not Applicable. 
 
Risk Implications (Strategic, Operational, Project Risks) 
Any identified risks will be evaluated and managed in accordance with the Enterprise Risk 
Management (ERM) Policy and the adopted ERM Framework. 
 
Strategic, operational and project risks in relation to operating and maintaining the equipment appear 
to be minor. A strategic risk may exist in the creation of precedent of supplying a similar service to 
other communities. 
 
 
Appendix A 
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Appendix B 
 

 
 
Appendix C 

Satellite TV – VAST 

Viewer Access Satellite Television (VAST) is available if you live in a region with poor free TV 
coverage. 

VAST is funded by the Australian Government. 

Channels available are indicated below. The latest channels can be determined from the internet site 
–  
http://www.sattvguide.com.au/?id=1+target%3D%5C%5C&providset1=VASTQLD&timezoneset=EDS
T 

• Southern Cross Media and Imparja are broadcasting the full range of digital commercial television 
channels in standard definition (with programming from the 7, 9 and 10 networks) and the high-
definition channels One HD, 7mate and GEM. 

• VAST also provides all the standard and high-definition channels from ABC and SBS. 

• The local news content from regional broadcasters is also available on a dedicated local news 
channels exclusive to VAST. 

Attachments 
Not Applicable. 
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6.2 OPERATIONS 

 
 

6.3 PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

 
 

6.4 TECHNICAL SERVICES 

 
 

7 NOTICE OF MOTION 

 
 

8 RECEIPT OF PETITIONS 

 
 

9 CORRESPONDENCE FOR INFORMATION 

Tabled Separately 
 

10 GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
 

11 CLOSED BUSINESS ITEMS 

 
 

12 DELEGATIONS 

12.1 Australian Citizenship Ceremony  
 
10.15am - Citizenship Ceremony  
 
Mrs. Rupawathi Hathamunage 

Ms. Jasmine Moraa Bwoma 

Master Baraka Sereti Obwocha 
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