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BURDEKIN SHIRE COUNCIL
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Hospitality Opportunity – Plantation Park

Expressions of Interest close: Friday 18 December 2026 

Burdekin Shire Council is inviting Expressions of Interest from suitably experienced businesses or individuals interested in establishing and operating a café, coffee shop, restaurant or similar hospitality offering from premises adjoining Plantation Park.

Council is seeking proposals that will activate the premises, complement Plantation Park and provide an attractive food, beverage or hospitality offering for residents and visitors.

The purpose of this Expression of Interest is to understand the level of interest in the premises and the types of hospitality operations that prospective operators may wish to establish.

About the opportunity
Located within Plantation Park on the Bruce Highway in Ayr, the premises offer an opportunity to establish a new hospitality offering in an established community and visitor location.

Council welcomes proposals for a range of hospitality concepts, including:
· café or coffee shop
· restaurant or casual dining
· takeaway food and beverages
· other similar hospitality offerings.

The location provides access to both the local community and visitors travelling through the Burdekin, with Plantation Park offering caravan and coach parking, picnic and barbecue facilities, public amenities and attractive shaded parkland. 

The park is also home to the Burdekin Visitor Information Centre, which operates seven days a week, and Plantation Nature Play, a popular family-friendly play space featuring all-abilities equipment, climbing areas and other nature-based activities. 

Council is currently considering a lease term of up to 10 years, subject to negotiation, Council approval and applicable legislative and trustee lease requirements.


Trustee lease
The premises are located on State reserve land, with Burdekin Shire Council acting as trustee. As a result, any lease of the premises will be established through a trustee lease and will be subject to the requirements of the Land Act 1994.

Council will consider the proposed use of the premises against the purpose of the reserve and any other applicable requirements as part of the assessment and leasing process.

Further information about Council’s approach to leasing Council-owned and controlled land is available in Council’s Property and Leasing Policy on Council’s website.


Inspect the premises
Interested parties are encouraged to come along and inspect the premises.

Friday 20 November 2026
10:00am to 12:00pm
Plantation Park

A Council officer will be available during this time to show interested parties through the premises and answer questions about the opportunity.

If you are unable to attend, please contact Rahul Choudhury via email rahul.choudhury@burdekin.qld.gov.au or phone 4783 9800 to discuss the opportunity or request further information.
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Expression of Interest Form

Your details
Business / Individual Name:

Trading Name (if applicable):

ABN (if applicable):

Contact Person:

Phone:

Email:




Tell us about your proposal
What would you like to establish at the premises?
☐ Café / coffee shop
☐ Restaurant
☐ Takeaway food and beverages
☐ Other: ______________________________________

Briefly describe your proposed business and what you would offer:




Proposed operation
What days and hours would you propose to trade?




When would you anticipate commencing operation?


How would your business complement Plantation Park and provide a benefit to park users, visitors or the community?





Your experience
Please briefly describe any relevant business, hospitality or food service experience:




Do you currently operate another business?
☐ Yes  ☐ No
If yes, please provide brief details:




Premises and lease
What lease term would you be interested in?


Are you expecting Council to undertake any fit-out, alterations or improvements to the premises? 
☐ Yes  ☐ No  ☐ Unsure
If yes, please provide brief details:



Are there any particular lease terms or requirements you would like Council to consider?





Supporting information
If available, you are welcome to attach additional information to support your proposal, such as:
☐ Business plan
☐ Proposed menu
☐ Business profile
☐ Concept or fit-out images
☐ Other supporting information

These documents are optional at the EOI stage.



Declaration
I understand that submitting an Expression of Interest does not guarantee that Council will accept the proposal or enter into a lease.

I understand that any proposed lease will be subject to negotiation, Council approval and applicable statutory and trustee lease requirements.

Name: ______________________________________
Signature: ___________________________________
Date: _______________________________________




How to submit
Expressions of Interest must be received by Friday 18 December 2026.
Completed Expressions of Interest can be submitted:
· Online: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WQB3BTD 
· Email: Rahul.Choudhury@burdekin.qld.gov.au
· In person: Deliver a hard copy to the Burdekin Shire Council Chambers, 145 Young Street, Ayr
Please mark email or hard copy submissions: Plantation Park Hospitality EOI
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